
Report to Prudhoe Town Council: Eastwood Park Play Area  

Eastwood Park Re-development Summary  
 

Representatives of Northumberland County Council and Active Northumberland were invited a meeting of 

Prudhoe Town Council in Summer 2016 to discuss improving the play areas in Eastwood Park. It was 

resolved that improvements should be made, and capital money sought. The project should be led by 

Northumberland County Council, but with full engagement of Prudhoe Town Council. Prudhoe Town 

Council resolved to allocate £30k, Cllr Reid allocated £15k of his capital allowance towards the project, and 

Northumberland County Council offered £50k. 

● Community engagement would be essential 

● Specific ideas and suggestions should be sought from local young people 

● The procurement should be open and transparent, with delivery by summer 2017. 

 

This procurement has now been completed and the winning contractor has been appointed. This report 

outlines the improvements that are to happen. 

 

Community Engagement   

Community engagement was sought via questionnaires (both paper and online) distributed throughout 

Prudhoe and West Wylam using local leaflet distributors, via schools and via the Sure Start centre. We also 

held an open evening in Eastwood Park pavilion, where people could drop in and discuss their ideas for the 

park and raise issues that are problematic at present. We had 207 questionnaire responses and feedback 

from the night. 

Following this process, it became clear that: 

● Many people valued the open space provided by the park as the most important feature 

● Around 87% of people visited for 1-2 hours or less 

● 65% of respondents visited at least once a week 

● Dog fouling / owners not cleaning up was very much seen as an issue on site 

● 76.3% of respondents wanted improved play areas. 

● There was an appetite to combine play at one location, so parents weren’t split between caring 

for children of different ages, and children could play together. 

● The pavilion was seen as a resource that should be explored for repair and use as a community 

facility 

● Picnic tables were seen as something that should be added 

● There was also a desire to see the tennis courts renovated, a multi use games area and a skate 

park on the existing tarmac area. It was realised that there were insufficient funds for this. 

Consequently the play facility was prioritised, but it was recognised that a second phase and 

further fundraising is needed. 

 

Appointments were then made to visit Adderlane and Highfield school, to carry out more in depth work to 

help identify priorities in play equipment choices for the site. Some of the main points were: 

 

● A zip wire came out as a key item children wanted 

● Swings were equally popular, as were more unusual swings 

● A multiplay unit was desired, but not so big it would preclude the purchase of other items 

● 71% of the children at the middle school preferred brightly coloured metal play equipment 

(compared to steel and colour, or timber styles) 

● A desire to have equipment for disabled children and picnic tables was also identified 
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Both the phases of consultation were led by Northumberland County Council, but supported (in person) by 

Prudhoe Town Council. The results at each stage were discussed with Prudhoe Town Councillors after 

compilation and analysis, before the next steps were taken. 

 

Procurement and Tender offer   

A specification document was compiled, containing all of the points brought out in the consultation, and 

was put out to tender by the County Council’s Procurement Team via the council’s on line procurement 

portal, inviting tenders from interested companies. Five companies came back with proposals, on a ‘quality 

only’ basis. This was because we had allocated £80k of the combined budget for play, with the remainder 

for other upgrades to the site. We were keen that the brief that had been indirectly created by the children 

and wider community should be kept to, and the winning contract should provide the design that fulfilled it 

most closely, to the best level of aesthetics and with the largest range of items of equipment. The tenders 

were scored on 11th May, the winning tender was provided by Wicksteed. 

 

Implementation   

Please see attached documentation on delivery programming, design and layout of the play area. It is 

programmed to open at the start of the school summer holidays, as promised at the school consultations. 

Some of the conifers have now been removed to enable a more open play area and for equipment to be 

brought in. As a precaution, 2 laburnum trees have also been removed from behind the pavilion (as the 

seeds are poisonous if consumed). Cherry laurel will also be removed from around the toddler play area 

and grassed over. Other landscaping improvements to adjacent shrub beds will also take place. Drainage 

issues have been remedied.  

 

Attached:  

● Provisional programme of works 

● Plan of play area displaying layout 

● 3D visualisation of toddler play area 

● 3D visualisation of junior play area 

 

 

 

 

 

 


